Lahore, 01-Jul-2025

The Commissioner Inland Revenue,
[RTO/LTO Name]
[Address]

Subject: Reply to Show Cause Notice u/s 122(5A) ITO 2001 — NTN 1234567-8 — Tax Year 2024

Respected Sir/Madam,

Reference to your above-captioned notice, I/We Muhammad Ali Khan, NTN 1234567-8, CNIC 35202-1234567-9, registered at House No. 123, Street 4, Model Town, Lahore, hereby submit reply as under:

1.  Acknowledgment: The show cause notice u/s 122(5A) proposing best judgment / ex-parte assessment has been received. The taxpayer takes this matter very seriously and submits this detailed reply.
2.  Reason for Earlier Non-Compliance: It is submitted with regret that compliance to earlier notices could not be made due to [illness / travel / unawareness of notice / technical issues with IRIS portal]. This was not intentional and the taxpayer is now fully cooperating.
3.  Factual Reply: The taxpayer's income for Tax Year 2024 is correctly declared at Rs. 1,200,000. The declared income is supported by: (a) Salary certificate / business accounts; (b) Bank statements showing actual credits; (c) Wealth statement reconciliation. There is no basis for a best judgment assessment as actual income is ascertainable from records.
4.  Legal Submissions: Section 122(5A) empowers best judgment assessment only where the taxpayer fails to produce accounts or evidence. Where records are now produced, the Commissioner must consider them before finalizing. Reference: 2019 PTD 1890 — ex-parte order cannot be sustained where taxpayer provides explanation before order is passed. The taxpayer is available for personal hearing at any convenient date.
5.  Prayer: In view of the facts, figures, and legal submissions stated above, it is most respectfully prayed that:
1. The proposed ex-parte / best judgment assessment may not be finalized given this detailed reply;
1. A personal hearing may be granted so the taxpayer can present books of accounts;
1. Assessment may be finalized on the basis of actual declared income;
1. Any other relief that this Honourable Office deems fit may also be granted.

All relevant documents are attached herewith for your perusal and record.
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